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“I’ve becomeadamantaboutthis -- the costof monthlyservicehasdoubledsincetheTelecomAct. The
companiessayyou get doublethe amountof channels,butpeoplehavenot increasedthe timetheywatch,” said
Mark Cooper,dir.-researchat the ConsumerFederationof America. Cooper’scomplaintis thatthe cablecompany
packagingforcesconsumersto payfor morechannelsthantheymaywant or would havetime to watch: “While
they’vemorethandoubledthe offerings,they don’t giveme the choice.”

The FCCreportedlast yearcablerateshadrisenmorethantwiceas fast 1993-2003as the ConsumerPrice
Index,53.1% to 25.50o (CD Jan29p7). The nextreporton competitionin video marketsis beingcirculatedon the
8th floor andis scheduledto be releasedin a few weeks,a MediaBureauspokeswomansaid. The lastreportsaid
that alongwith highercosts,consumershavea muchwider choiceandhigherqualityof servicesavailabledueto
the significant investmentsby operators.

Consumergroupsareholding outhopefor actionin Congressnextyearon a Ia carte,a planthatthe FCC
mayhavequashedwhenit releasedareportcastingdoubt on the amountof moneyconsumerswould savewith the
pay-per-channelscheme(CDNov 22 p2). “We think ala carteis theway to go -- we’re hopingSen.Stevens(R-
Alaska)will look at it,” saidConsumersUnion’s Montezemolo. “I think thereis supportatabipartisanlevel to do
something,”shesaid,addingthat hergroup is “slowly” startingto planfor nextyear.

Sen.McCain(R-Ariz.), the outgoingchnm. of the CommerceCommitteewho is expectedto becomeCom-
municationsSubcommitteechnin.,haslong beena critic ofrising cableratesandpushedala cartepricing mainly
becausehedidn’t believeconsumersshouldbe forcedto payfor high-pricedprogrammingtheydidn’t want,par-
ticularly sportsprogramming.McCain helda hearinglastMarch on a la carte,wherehe said: “I think it’s really
time to call the cablecompanies’bluff on this one.” -- Anne Veigle, Terry Lane

Nothin New?

Bush Lays Out RevisedGPS Shutdown Policy

PresidentBushannounceda newpolicy Wed.to shutdownthe country’sglobal positioningsystem(GPS)
satellitestemporarilyduringnationalcrisesto thwart terrorists’ efforts to usethe navigationaltechnology. Sources
saidThurs.anyshutdownof GPSwould cripplesystemsin virtually everyaspectof Americanlife, includingtele-
com,cableandbroadcasting.

Onthe telecomside,manysystemsincluding digital switchesusedto transfercalls,wouldbedisruptedby
a shutdownbecausethey useclockscontrolledby GPS. Telematicsystemslike GM’s OnStarmappingandcellular
calling systemwould be crippled. E911 would stop functioningin mostcasessinceit’s mostcommonlyusesGPS
devicesembeddedin wirelessphones.A wirelesstechnologyexpertnotedthatGPS-controlledswitchesaredeep
in carriers’ systems:“To turn offGPSwould affect alot of stuff, from the customerto thenetwork.”GPSwon’t be
turnedoff “on a whim or on arumor,” saidMike Swiek, exec.dir. for the U.S. GPSIndustryCouncil. He advised
thosesoundingalarmsoverthepolicy announcementto “take a stepback[and] takea deepbreath.” The policy
wascraftedin a “soberandrationalway” andthe real significanceof the statementis that it demonstratesthat the
authoritieswho own andmanageGPSareensuringthatthe technologyremainsa“reliable global utility for legiti-
matecivilian usersas the global environmentfor satellitenavigationcontinuesto evolve.”

Theonly new dimensionin the guidanceis the inclusionof acoordinatingrole for theDept. ofHomeland
Security,whichdidn’t existwhenthe WhiteHouselastissueda statementon GPS8 yearsago,Swiek said. “Since
then,marketshavechanged,industrieshaveevolved,theU.S. governmenthaschanged,”andthe documentsimply
refreshesandupdatesthe regulatorystructurefor GPS,Swiek said.
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A GPSdisablementwould occuronly underthe mostseverecircumstancesandwouldbe handledat the
highestlevelsof govt., a Bushadministrationofficial told us. The fact that the PresidentcandisruptGPSis “old
news,”the official said,addingthatthe govt. hasalwaysreservedright to denyGPS in timesof conflict.

A shutdownwould be accomplishedthrough localizedjammingto minimizedisruption,not system-
wide denial,the official said. As a matterof record,the official saidthe country’sGPShasneverbeen“turned
off’ andthe Administrationrealizeshow crucial the technologyis to nationalandinternationalcommunication
andcommerce.

The administrationseesBush’snewpolicy as a “forward looking” document:The policy statesthatthe
U.S. mustcontinueto improveandmaintainGPSaugmentationandbackupcapabilitiesto meetthe growingneeds
of thepublic andprivatesectors. The policy is alsointendedto helpthe countrycontinueto provide civil GPSser-
vicescompetitivewith foreign-basedsystems,the govt. said.

DenyingGPSon abroadscaleoutsidea“theaterof combat”would be an“extraordinaryevent,”Swiek
said: “Even during9/11, thesystemcontinuedto operate.” He addedthaton the battlefield,localizedjammingof
GPS andwirelesscommunicationoccursroutinely.

Onesatelliteindustry sourcesaidtheAdministrationpolicy isn’t newandreflectsWhiteHouseauthority
that hasneverbeenused. “ThePresidenthasalwayshadthe authorityto do this,” the sourcesaid. “We hada Gulf
Warthat waswon on the backof GPS. We had9-11 andwe havea war now. ThePresidenthasnevershutGPS
down. It wouldbring systemsto a screechinghalt.”

BroadcasterswhouseGPSasa standardfor precisefrequencycontrolof transmittersmaybe affected,said
Lynn Claudy,NAB seniorvp-science& technology. Buthe saidhe didn’t believemanybroadcastersuseGPS for
transmittersynchronization.-- HowardBuskirk, AndrewNoyes,Tania Panezyk-Collins
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